


 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

St. Mary’s Masses  
Saturday, August 22nd    - 3:30 p.m. -    Mr. Terry Mancini  
Sunday, August 23rd  - 10:30 a.m. -   Joseph Kurpiewski  
Saturday, August 29th     - 3:30 p.m. -   Cyndie O’Leary  
Sunday, August 30th - 10:30 a.m. -  Colleen Foltin  (4th 
Anniversary)  
 
 
The Polish American Heritage Assoc. will be running a bus trip to the 
Pocono Mtns. (East Stroudsburg & Stroudsburg) on Sunday, October 11th 
leaving from the Lowe's in Exeter  parking lot at 10AM and returning back 
in Reading around 9PM. Member:  $55. Non-Member:  $60.  Deadline for 
reservations is September 10, 2026.  For more info or if questions, call  
Marilyn at 610-779-5523.   

 
HELP RESTORE ST. MARY’S R.C. CHURCH 

 Parishioners Larry Lubas & Tom Gajewski have stepped 
forward to organize fund raising efforts to support the 
restoration and improvement of St. Mary’s R.C. Church.  St. 
Mary’s Church has been the hub of the Polish Community since 
it was built in 1888. In its younger days, St. Mary’s membership 
was one of the largest in the County. With the outgrowth of 
Catholic Churches across Berks County, our Catholic 
denomination has spread to all including the outer reaches of the 
County, leaving St. Mary’s as a smaller but strong, vibrant and 
resilient congregation. Costs have gone up substantially while 
the congregation size at St. Mary’s has diminished, requiring 
new sources of financial support.   On Monday, September 14, 
2026, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., a fund raising dinner will be 
held at the YR Club, 1019 Thrush Road, Wyomissing, PA. An 
all-inclusive Buffet Dinner will be offered at the low cost of 
$35.00. In addition to the dinner, “The Burner’s will provide 
guests with musical dance entertainment from the sixties and 
seventies.  Tickets may be purchased by calling Larry Lubas at 
484-437-5141 or Tom Gajewski at 610-698-8731. If you can’t 
attend, contributions in any amount are welcome.   
 
 
EAST READING REUNION “Where FUN and GREAT 
MEMORIES Unite”  It’s that Time again!! Time for the fourth 
Biennial “East Reading Reunion.”  Time to see your former 
neighbors and renew and make new friendships!!!  The Reunion 
will bae held on Sunday, September 13, 2026, from 12 Noon to 
6 PM at the Liederkranz, 143 Spook Lane, Reading, PA.  
Admission to the Reunion is $5.00 per person and free of charge 
for those 16 years of age or under, when accompanied by an 
adult.  Admission will include a Commemorative Drinking Mug 
for all guests and free refills all day of any non-alcoholic 
beverage. Beer and other alcoholic beverages will be available 
for purchase by adult guests, with proper identification if 
required.  Plenty of FREE parking is available on Site.  A wide 
variety of American, Polish and German Picnic Foods and 
Desserts will be available for purchase.  Ted Roberts (Robidas), 
former WRFY FM Disc Jockey, will provide music from the 
1950’s to the present.  Games, Prizes, Raffles, and East Reading 
Trivia contest, along with a Children’s Playground will also be 
available for guests’ enjoyment.  A limited number of Souvenir 
East Reading Reunion T-Shirts will also be available for 
purchase.  ADMISSION TICKETS ARE LIMITED IN 
NUMBER.  Advances Tickets and additional information about 
the Reunion are available by going To FACEBOOK-
EASTREADINGREUNION2026, or by calling Co-Chairs: Tom 
Gajewski at 610-698-8731 or Sandy Lubas Hummel at 610-207-
7065 or Treasurer, Andrea Andrzjewski at 610-780-7792. 
 



ST. CATHARINE OF SIENA PARISH 
READING, PENNSYLVANIA AUGUST 23, 2026 

Is 22:19-23: Eliakim is given the leadership of the Israelites. 
He is to become the father of the Jewish people. He shall 
have the key of the House of David. He is to have a place 
of honor for his family. 
 
Rom 11:33-36: Paul offers a description of God, noting his 
infinite wisdom. God’s ways are unsearchable, and no one 
can really measure the mind of God. But in him all things 
have their being.   
 
Mt 16:13-20:  Peter acknowledges that Jesus is the 
Messiah. Jesus, in turn, declares Peter the rock upon which 
his Church is to be built. He also gives Peter the power of 
the keys.  
 
Today’s Message: As Eliakim is given authority as master 
of the palace, so does Jesus confer upon Peter authority to 
bind and loose. To Jesus, who promised to be with His 
Church for all time, be glory for ever and ever! 
 
 
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
SUNDAY,  AUGUST 23 
SOCIAL SUNDAY -following the 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. 
Masses – Social Hall 
MONDAY,  AUGUST  24 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION – following the 7:15 a.m. 
Mass 
CONFESSIONS – 7:00-8:00 p.m. – Church 
LIFE AFTER LOSS – 7:00 p.m. – Meeting Room 
WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST 26 
PATRIOTIC ROSARY – 6:15 p.m. – Church 
THURSDAY,  AUGUST 27 
PRAY THE ROSARY – 6:45 a.m.  
SATURDAY,  AUGUST 29 
PRAY THE ROSARY – 7:30 a.m. 
ALTAR SERVER KICKBALL GAME – 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
– Baseball Field/Pavilion 
SHOWCASE FOR ALL MINISTRIES - after the 4:30 p.m. 
Mass  
SUNDAY,  AUGUST 30 
SHOWCASE FOR ALL MINISTRIES – following all Masses 
AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS – 5:00 p.m. – Social Hall/
Pavilion 

 MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK                                                                                                                                
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 
8:00    Fernando Cuesta (8th Anniversary) 
 4:30   Daniel DiFulvio 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 
7:30     Wayne Bowser 
 9:30    Thomas (Butch) Mathews 
11:30   Melissa Floresca 
MONDAY, AUGUST 24 
7:15      Shirley Forlini 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 25 
7:15      Lina Cefaratti 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26 
7:15      Joseph Daly (4th Anniversary) 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27 
7:15      Margaret Raith 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 28 
7:15      Michael W. Bollendorf, Sr. 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29 
8:00      Larry Curtin (1st Anniversary) 
4:30      Orlando & Cianciosi Families 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 
7:30     William & Rose Cain 
9:30     Robert  Francis Bassler 
11:30   Michael Andrew Piccolo 
 
Scripture Readings 
For the Week of August 23, 2026 
Sunday Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20 
Monday 
Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 
Rev 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday 
2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13; Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday 
2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Ps 128:1-2, 4-5; Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday 
Memorial of Saint Monica 
1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt 24:42-51 
Friday 
Memorial of Saint Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church 
1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11; Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday 
Memorial of the Passion of St. John the Baptist 
1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21; Mk 6:17-29 
Sunday 
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-27 
 

Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass -  Married couples across 
the Diocese are invited to renew their vows and thank God for 
the gift of the Sacrament of Matrimony during the annual 
Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass, Sunday, Sept. 20 at 3 
p.m. at the Cathedral of St. Catharine of Siena, Allentown. 
Doors will open at 2 p.m. so couples may receive their 
certificates. The Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Alfred 
Schlert.  During the Mass, the couples will receive a special 
blessing and will have the opportunity to renew their vows 
publicly. Couples will be presented with a Wedding 
Anniversary Certificate as a token of appreciation. Family 
members are invited to take part in the celebration to show their 
support and celebrate the unwavering commitment of the 
couples on this significant occasion.  The registration deadline is 
Monday, Sept. 7. Register online at allentowndiocese.org/
events/anniversarymass. 

For the week of  August 23rd                     
The Sanctuary Candle  

will burn In  
Loving Memory of  

 
 

 

 

St. Catharine’s Church -   Larry Curtin  

St. Mary’s -  Living & Deceased Members of the 
Parish  



 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

PRAYER REQUEST FOR PRIESTS 
 

 Monday 8/24             Rev. Kevin P. Gallagher 
Tuesday 8/25             Rev. Joseph S. Ganser 
Wednesday 8/26        Rev. Angel L. Garcia-Almodovar 
Thursday 8/27           Rev. Andrew N., Gehringer 
Friday 8/28                Rev. Robert J. George 
Saturday 8/29            Rev. John M. Gibbons 
 

Parish Nurse News -  Brain fitness is for all ages! Exercise! 
Movement benefits mind and body. Enjoy Mediterranean or MIND 
meals, rich in berries, whole grains, fish, nuts, and good fats. Learn 
new skills, dive into creative hobbies, travel to new places, attend 
cultural events with a friend. Prioritize sleep, at least 7 hours! 
Stress less with mindfulness meditation, music, deep breathing, 
and time in nature, ahhh! (HealthBeat.Harvard Health Publishing, 
Aug.2026)   
` 
 
Do you have a few hours a week to make a life-changing 
impact? The Mother Veronica Center at 443 S. 6th St., 
Reading is looking for volunteer class instructors to help 
local adults improve their English language skills, prepare to 
take the GED Test (in English or in Spanish), or prepare for 
the Naturalization Test and Interview. Training is made 
available and materials are provided.  If you wish to learn 
more about these and other possible volunteer opportunities, 
please email Sister Cara Garofalo at 
mveronicacenter@gmail.com or call 484-516-2138. We are 
committed to equality and inclusion. 

mailto:mveronicacenter@gmail.com


ST. CATHARINE OF SIENA PARISH 
READING, PENNSYLVANIA AUGUST 23, 2026 

Almighty and Everlasting God, the eternal salvation of those who believe in You, hear us on behalf of Your servants who are sick, for whom we 

humbly beg the help of your mercy, so that, being restored to health, they may render thanks to you in your Church. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen  

a time to be born…  Recently Baptized:  
 
Please pray for our sick & soldiers in harm’s way: Karin Acuna, Richard Abelt, Carl Andrzjewski, Anthony Antonucci, David Austin, Baby Lanzo,  
Joe  Barker, Melody Bechtel, Dolores Bertoti, Joseph Bezak, Jason Beshore, JoAnne Biscanti, Jodi Bixler, Susan Bolognese, Jim Boris, Michele 
Boucher, Joanne Bowman, Katie Briggs ,Sandra Brobst,  Frank Broga, Sophia Broga, Paul Brooke,  Connie Burkhart, Jennifer Burrell, Marvin Bush, 
John Callaghan, Pauline Cappel, Linda Christ, Richard Cunnius, Cyril Danko, Tamara Danko, Joan Davis, Amy Dougherty, Alivia, Jennifer & Thomas 
Devlin, George Dietrich, Roseanne Dougherty, Cory Doyen, Andy Dykie, Gina Ebright, Charles Elchlepp,  Marian Ertel, Joe Essig, Bob Finley, Robert 
Flipping , Deane & Ann Foster, Jocelyn Franek, Geraldine Gamby, Michael Gantert, Charles Gierschick, Todd Gladfelter, Tom Goerner, Theresa 
Grabowski, Lillianna Greenberg, Joe Grippe, Charlotte Grauf, David J. Gubernot, Doris Harner, Clara Hartline, Marie Hartranft, Terry Hayward,  
William M. Hedl, Wayne & Mary Hedrick,  Robyn Hefferan, John Heft, Theresa Heltzinger, Patricia Herber, Carole Hess,  Jesse Hill,  Roger Hilton, 
Michael Hivner, Carolyn Hoffman, John Hughes, Margaret  Hughes, Margaret Iuso, Michael & Dorothy Jurasinski, Katelynn Solecki Kajunski, Lesley 
Kaminski, Krissy Kelly, Maryanne Kenton, Mary Klick, Cindy Kohl, Rosemarie Kovacs, Dorothy Kulak, Christine T. Kuzio, William Lawson, Pat 
Lenich, Marilyn Leap, Ann Lewandowski,  Jane Lubas, Joan Lubas, Donald Ludwig, Aleigha Manderbach, Peter Manolakis, Angela Marroccoli, Rocco 
Martinozzi, Greg & Kevin Masters,  Daniel Matz, Irm Guard & Bill  Maxwell, Cindy McConnell, Peggy McConnell, Mary Rita McFadden, Tim 
McNeil,  Katherine Miceli, Lannie Milillo, Kyle Moore, Robert Moyer, Christine Motley, Madeline Mullen, William Nelson, Jerome Nigh, Maddie 
Nordhoy, Trudy Oliver, Angela Biscanti Ondik, Louise Orlando, Luis Osorio, Peggy Pacharis, Frank Pingitore, Donald Pisker, Chris Plue, David 
Plumley, Chuck Rackie, Antonio Mark Ramos, Lorraine Ransom, Phyliss Rathman, Peggy Reid, Dave Rickert, Virginia Rivera, Dave Robertshaw,  
Raven Robinson, Gloria Lynn Romanski, Pat & John Russell, David Samsel, Barbara Santoro,  Anne Schaeffer, Barbara Schock, Melvin Schucker, 
Edward Senkowski, Mark Serino,  Bob Shardin, Earl Sheetz, Gabbie Sierra, Shaun Sisk,  Joan Skoczen,  Anne Smith, Georgene Smith, Amy Spiker, 
Patricia Soto, Louise Souders, Barbara Spatz, Father Leo Stajkowski,  Andy Strangarity, Jerry Stricker, Marty Strunk, Earl Suchomelly, Kimberly 
Trigstead, Tom Testa, Danielle Trout, Richard Uliasz, Janet Ustaszewski, Rex Voelker, Chad Vogel, John Vogel, Alexandra Wachowicz,  Mark Walter, 
Pam Weber, Pat White, Frank White, Marcia Willman, Walter Yourkavitch, Ann Marie Zawislak, Mary Ann Zerkowski, Dan Zielinski, Mollie Ziemba,  

Mary Ann Zimmerman  Time to die:  Theresa Hoch   &  all victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. Ecclesiastes 3:11   To  have 
someone from your family enrolled on our prayer list, please  call the Parish Center.  Parishioners who are sick or hospitalized,  
in a rehabilitation facility or at home wishing to receive the Holy Eucharist  may call the Parish at 610-779– 4005.   

50 Plus News  
Please call, President Bev Gallo  for any 50 Plus Club 
inquiries. Her phone number is 610-763-7058. You can see 
us on Facebook for additional information.   
 
Meetings  
September 2, 2026:  Michael Kropp will play the guitar and 
Songs from the 50s and 60s & 70’s . Refreshments will be 
served.    
October 7, 2026 - Hoagies & Bingo!   
 
Trips 
September 23, 2026:  Gettysburg Dine Around, $167 
October 22, 2026:  Medieval Times Baltimore, $110 
November 12,2026:  The Christmas Rush, Bird– In-Hand -  
$110 
Please call Bev Bard, 610–763–5654 for additional trip 
information. 
 
Please call  Maria Bunch at 610-914-7005 with the names of 
members who are sick or who have died. We always 
welcome new members and encourage guests to join us at 
any of our meetings.  Our meetings are held at 1:00 PM on 
the first Wednesday of most months at St Catharine Social 
Hall.  There will be no meetings during the special events 
months of April, August, and December. 

 
 
 

TIPS and TRICKS 
Setting Up a Routine: If you intend to pray more, but don’t 
always remember, the Hallow app can remind you what you’d 
like to pray and when. You can set multiple reminders each day 
with different sessions to pray or listen to. To set up a prayer 
routine, click on the “Me” tab at the bottom of the home screen; 
click “edit” next to “Routine >”; click on the “+ Time Block” button 
to add a time; then click “+ Add Session” to pick a prayer. We 
look forward to praying with you!!! 

We pray for the Gift of Peace in the world and the safety of those working for peace through the military services, especially: Captain  
David J. Wentling, IV, First Lt. Nicholas A. Wentling, Cpts. Juliana  & Sean Coleman, Petty Officer Matthew J. Dobroskey, Jr., Cpl. 
Bruce Bogertey, SPC, Alex Heintz, Captain Chelsea Pellicano, LT.  Nicholas Tomczyk, Captain Steffan Lis, MD, SPC, Dylan Einfalt, 
Airman 1st Class Kevin Hodgson, Sgt. Madison Straka, First Lt. Devon Schoonover, Sgt. Mackenzie Adame, Staff Sgt. Brian Perrotto,   
Tom Bristol, Danny Bristol,  Commander Daniel M. Simon, Staff Sgt. Michael Porcaro, Staff Sgt. Zak Ribble, TSgt.  Timothy  Hinsey, 
Thomas Bristol, Col. Patrick Sullivan, Second Lt. Joshua Kline, Captain Kevin Madary, Sgt. First Class Andrew Spies,  Lt. Col.  Jeffrey 
Brizek, Warrant Officer Gregory Van Horn, Major Jeffrey Van Horn, Zachary Deissler, Amy & Gregory Boland, Lt. Col.  Adam Saw-
yer, Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Sola, Lt. Cdr. Mathew Stuber, Sgt. Nathan Essig., 2nd Lt. Jorge Taveras, please contact the Parish  Office with 
your prayer requests or email them to diane@scsreadingparish.org  



 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

OCIA – Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE 
WHO… 

Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic?  OR Has a 

child who has not been baptized?  OR Was baptized as a child, 

but has not celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation and 

Eucharist?  We offer an opportunity to come together in a 

small group starting early September to learn more about our 

faith. Sessions focus on the teachings and experience of the 

Catholic Church and prepare individuals to celebrate the Sac-

raments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the 

Easter season. You are welcome to participate in the process 

with your questions, your insights and your faith story in a 

warm accepting setting. For information please contact office 

at 610-779-4005. 


